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SECRETARY CPAPLIATY AWOUIICES 1952
VATRREGTL FUCTING RULES

Hunters of migratory waterfowl will benefit from improved conditions on the
northern breeding grounds of wild cduclks and geese to the extent of receiving 10
Citional shooting deys during the coming hunting senson, accorcing to an aniounce-
ment rade today by Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman., This liberalization
will apply in all flyways,

Amended. regulations for migratory waterfowl hunting during the 1952 season
were approved by Secretary Chapmarr in accordance with a law of Congress maldng
effective treatiss relatins to birds migrating vetween the United States, Canada,
and Mexico, They were recommented Uy the Fislh and Wildlife Service followving
sxtensive Diolosical investigotions, and after consul tations witih the State geme
administrators,

Briefly stated by Albert M, Dary, Service Direchor, thesc are the hizh lights of
Je new regulations:

Atlantic Iywey States will have 55-Cay open season or & snlit sesson of two
veriocls of 22 cdays. Maine was the only State to select the split season,.

Mississinpl Jlyway States will 2lso have a 55-Coy open seacon, No State
selectel. a snlit season,

Central Flywoy States will have a 60-Gay siraight season or two mericds of 24
consecutive days, Iew Mexico was the only State to chocse thie split season,

Pacific Ilywey States will have a 70-Cay straight season since no Stete
elected to talze o split season,

Bay and mossession limits for ducis vill remain the same as last year except
in the Pacific Flyway vhere tvo widgeons or two pintails, or one of ench, may be
alled to the re ular bag and possession limit of six duczs, “Vidgeons and pintails,
Mr. Doy pointsC out, are the ducls »nrimerily responsible for certain sgricuitural
cron deprecations in that particular arec.

Bag anc possession limits for gecse have teen raised from 2 to 3 birds in the
Atlantic Flywoy; all other flyways have the seme limits as last yeer. 1In the
Pacific Flywsyr States, however, a separcic baz limit has been providel for brant,
allowing 3 daily or in nossession,

_ The daily shooting hours for dudts, geese, dront and coot will be the same as
last year—rom one-hals nour before sunrise to one hour before sunset, On the



opening day of the seasorr—including each first day of the split seasons-—waterfowl
and coot may not be hunted prior to 12 o'clock noon, In Wisconsin the opening day
of the season for waterfowl and coot will start ot 1:00 p.m, Shootinz hours for
woodcock will be one-half hour before sunrise to sunset, excopt 2s noted for New
York State,

A revision in this yeur!s regulations permits the shooting of migratory game
birds from a boat or otlier craft having a motor attached if "such craft is fastened
within or tied immediately 2longside of any type of stationary hunting blind, M

The regulation vhich prohibits the use of automatio-loading or repeating shote
guns capable of holding more than three shells still continues in effect, An amert
ment which went into effect three years ago provides that the plug in such a shot-
gun must be incapable of being removed without disassembling the gun,

To peimit sportsmen to transport to thelr homes ducks and geese killed on the
last day ol the season at some distont point, shipments from Canada and Mexico can
be made as late as 5 days following the close of the season in the province or
State vhere talken, In the United States aunters can make interstate shipments up
to 48 hours following the close of the shooting season in the Stats where taken,

The regulations purmlt the transportation out of and pOoSGSSIOr‘ in another
State during the period of the onen season where killed, and for 90 days thereafter,.
of wild ducks and geese, which if dressed have the head, head plumage, and feet
attached, token in a flyway having a larger possession limit than in other flywsys.

Any pac.mbe in which such birds (or parts thereof) are transported must have
the name and address of the shipper and of the consignee, together with an accurate
statement of the numbers and kinds of birds contained in the pacikmge, clearly and
conspicuously marked on the outside,

The post-season period for possession of misratory game birds remains the
same as in previous years—-90 days,

For ease of reference, the open scasons, bag and possession limits prescribed

by the new regulations are presented in tabular form by flyways in the attached
tablesg,
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